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CRAFT&DESIGN
INSTITUTE





Die Kaapse Instituut vir Handwerk & Ontwerp   

IZiko Lasekapa Lobuchule Nobugcisa
Room 2.413, Administration Building, Cape Technikon,

P O Box 652, Cape Town, 8000.

Tel:  27 (0)21 460-3982    

Fax:  27 (0)21 460-3553    

E-mail: ccdi@ctech.ac.za

The Institute has facilitated the participation of craft enterprises in 5 major events during 2002 and 2003.

The facilitation of crafters’ participation in events proved to have the most immediate and wide-ranging impact. Over R700 000 worth of products were sold at these events – income which went straight back to producers in the province. However, income generation is only one of the benefits of such events. They provide a valuable interface with consumers and buying patterns, giving crafters the opportunity to test their products and price positioning. They provide an opportunity for producers to develop their sales, marketing and merchandising techniques; and they test producers’ management of cash flow, production, and stock control. 

The facilitation and participation of crafters at such events is a costly and time-consuming process.  However, evidence shows that the most successful craft producers have started with the local market and the CCDI will continue to create these opportunities as a stepping-stone to growth for particularly emerging producers.

North Sea Jazz Festival, Cape Town, March 2002 & March 2003 

In 2002, the CCDI’s first year of operation, 23 crafters were helped to participate in the North Sea Jazz Festival, selling craft worth just over R20000. This provided the first major learning platform to coach crafters in the presentation of their products, and to produce event-specific goods. By the time of the 2003 NSJF, many lessons had been learnt in terms of styling the craft shop and product development to adjust to a specific event. Crafters were becoming more adept at pricing, tagging, packaging, and presenting their crafts.  In 2003, 37 crafters participated and R22 000 worth of craft was sold.


World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg, July-August 2002

This event proved to be one of the most valuable learning experiences. In total 56 crafters were helped to participate in the Craft Imbizo at the Ubuntu Village that was set up for the WSSD. The focus was on environmentally-friendly products and packaging, and crafters progressed one step further in learning how to pack and present their products attractively, and to adjust to the demands of the market place.   They were also coached in the essential provision of stock sheets, price lists, and delivery notes. With sales exceeding R525 000, crafters’ confidence and the image of Cape Crafts were significantly boosted. The CCDI co-ordinated Western Cape stand had the highest turnover of all the provinces and we won the award for the best managed and marketed stand.


See Over/……………

Food & Wine Festival, Epcot, Disney World, Florida October/November 2002 

This event provided a further challenge for the CCDI, representing a step into the international and export market. Products had to be submitted to Disney World for selection, and four crafters were selected to sell their products and demonstrate their skills on the Western Cape stand.  Products, production material, and four crafters were flown to Disney World for the event. Sales at this event exceeded R170 000, while the South Africans also achieved the distinction of selling more craft than any other country-stand.


Decorex Cape, 2003 

As the inauguration of the new Cape Town International Convention Centre, Decorex Cape, an upmarket interior and décor show, has provided a perfect platform for the first ever exhibition of Cape Craft, aptly named the world [piece] exhibition.  Fifty crafters have products on display in the exhibition, and 110 producers will be selling their products in the adjacent craft shop.

SA Fashion Week

About 12 crafters will be participating in South African Fashion Week, with fashion-specific products. They were given the opportunity of producing belts, bags, shoes, jewellery, scarves and wraps to compliment the 2003 range of fashion designer, Jas Myburgh.  Jas is also a lecturer in the Cape Technikon’s Clothing, Fashion and Textile Technology Department.  These products will be modelled as well as sold.

Future Events

The CCDI will be identifying other events and opportunities for craft producers during the course of the year and as part of its local market development programme.

For further information contact: Xoliswa Phenya, Events Manager, Cape Craft & Design Institute. Tel: 021 460-3562 / Cell: 083-725-9350 / phenyax@ctech.ac.za
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A joint initiative of the Provincial Administration of the 



Western Cape and the Cape Technikon.
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