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CRAFT&DESIGN
INSTITUTE





Die Kaapse Instituut vir Handwerk & Ontwerp   

IZiko Lasekapa Lobuchule Nobugcisa
Room 2.413, Administration Building, Cape Technikon,

P O Box 652, Cape Town, 8000.

Tel:  27 (0)21 460-3982    

Fax:  27 (0)21 460-3553    

E-mail: ccdi@ctech.ac.za

The foundation of the Institute lies with a Craft Partnership Forum initiated by the provincial Department of Economic Development & Tourism.   The Forum initially began as a cluster of government departments providing support in the sector.

However, since the Institute took over its facilitation, it has developed into a dynamic networking and information dissemination forum attended mostly by craft producers.   During 2002, attendance numbers grew from 20 people to 70.   This Forum is convened regularly on the first Wednesday of every month, from 1:30 to 4:30 and brings together crafters, craft enterprises, government officials, NGOs and service providers involved in the sector.

Avenue for communication

In 2002, the Forum was a critical avenue for communicating with crafters and was an essential ‘tool’ in craft event facilitation, particularly for the WSSD.   

· For the Institute it provides valuable access to crafters and the problems and constraints they face   

· In the run up to the WSSD, the forum helped identify critical issues such as financial support, packaging, marketing material, product development support, stock control and production management   

· It has also been a useful means of monitoring impact, for example measuring the marketing impact of an event like the WSSD   

· For producers, who often work in isolation, it has proved to be a valuable ‘home’ providing valuable networking, information sharing, and linkages. 

The community of crafters

The community of crafters in the Western Cape is very diverse, posing particular challenges to the programmes of the Institute.    Each group has specific needs in terms of information, intervention and opportunities that could help them grow their businesses.   

Crafters work in both formal and informal contexts, with sophisticated equipment and materials and with rudimentary tools. Some crafters work alone in informal settlements ekeing out a subsistence living while others work in well-equipped studios producing high-value items. 
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There are a myriad of community-based craft projects providing much needed income to beneficiaries and many more small and medium businesses employing from 5 to 400 people, servicing the local and export markets, and providing much needed jobs.

“The crafters used to be like street children, without a home and parents.   Now the CCDI is gathering us in, taking us by the hand, helping us, and teaching us,” says Nomfuneko Salaze from Sakhisizwe Unique Beads.   “The CCDI is the nucleus and an anchor for developing crafters at the back of the queue.   Crafters were going astray, struggling with access to markets and the CCDI came along and now they have a place to go, to weep and talk about their problems. “

“We have benefited immensely through the information-sharing and networking opportunities that the CCDIi continually offers to crafters in the Western Cape and beyond.   We are tremendously proud to be associated with this dynamic organisation, and it is obvious that they have the best interests of all crafters and craft-producing organisations at heart,” says the Streetwires team.

Future plans for the forum

· Plans for the forum in 2003 include attaching a seminar programme to these meetings and developing one or two-day workshops to be held during the year.  

· The Institute has also developed an e-Newsletter that is distributed to our database  of over 300 crafters, informing producers of opportunities when they arise.    

· Although producers from other regions of the Western Cape do participate in the forum, a further challenge in 2003 will be to extend the impact of the forum beyond the Cape Town metropolitan area. 

For further information contact: Marjorie Naidoo, Manager Communications, Cape Craft & Design Institute. Tel: 021 460-3982 / Cell: 0828-741-747 / naidoom@ctech.ac.za
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