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CRAFT&DESIGN
INSTITUTE






Die Kaapse Instituut vir Handwerk & Ontwerp   

IZiko Lasekapa Lobuchule Nobugcisa
Room 2.413, Administration Building, Cape Technikon,

P O Box 652, Cape Town, 8000.

Tel:  27 (0)21 460-3982    

Fax:  27 (0)21 460-3553    

E-mail: ccdi@ctech.ac.za

The Cape Craft & Design Institute is piloting the first custom-made craft Export Development Programme in Cape Town this year.  Responding to increasing pressure on craft producers to enter the export market, the CCDI developed the programme together with the City of Cape Town’s Economic Development and Tourism Directorate’s Export Promotion Fund.

The aim of the programme is to develop an Export Development and Marketing Strategy while improving the export capability of craft producers and to increase handcraft exports.

Programme components

· Education – export theory, application of theory to craft businesses, mentorship

· Case Studies – track the effects of export training on the success of existing businesses 

· Fashion & trend education – teach an awareness of the international fashion cycles and annual / national differences and how it impacts on export sales

· Market Research – who, what, why, when and where & to whom to sell handcraft overseas.   Provide essential information at the starting point of an export marketing campaign

· Foreign Exhibitions – facilitate easy access to foreign buyers and potential buyers by displaying our handcraft in their country

· Incoming Buying Missions – introduce foreign buyers to SA handcraft through mini-exhibitions

· Trading Capacity – increase export trading capacity through development of a Craft Trade House and support of specialist Trading Agents

· Sector promotion – Facilitate the development of a Cape Craft Premier Export Brand

· Role-player Integration – develop and nurture handcraft linkages with the Provincial Department of Economic Development & Tourism, the City of Cape Town, Wesgro, Cape Regional Chamber, DTI, DET, TEP – all partners in this ground-breaking pilot programme.

Immediate Results

· Increased export knowledge  -  “We are better prepared to negotiate on shipments & payments”

· Greater understanding of national preferences –  “Holland likes muted colours”

See over/………..

· Much improved business skills – “The SWOT analysis has been incredibly useful” 

· Develop products for export - “Overseas buyers love the beadwork but don’t like traditional bead fasteners”

· Exhibition attendance – “The Chicago Gift & Home Fair will be a great test of the market”

· Buying visits – “Wow, did we learn a lot from those buyers!  Two-way discussions are so informative”

Success Stories

· Sandile Eland of Vuka Creativity & Anton Ressel of Streetwires have been selected to attend the annual Netherlands/CBI business promotion training course in Holland. They are two of only a handful of international businesses from around the world.

· Umtha Trading & Streetwires have been selected for a National Pavilion at Chicago USA. Eight members of the pilot Export Development Programme run by the CCDI will display their products on the Western Cape stand at Chicago Gift & Home Market, July 2003.

Participating Enterprises



There are 11 businesses participating in this programme. Together they employ 200 people and have an estimated turnover of R7.5 million. These businesses are:

Umtha Trading; Streetwires; UNCEDO Pottery; Wola Nani ; Rossi; False Bay College; Ncedisizwe pottery; Carole Nevin; Ubuntu Hand Embroidery; Vuka Creativity; Willoworks



Alderman Sithonga, the City of Cape Town’s Executive Councillor for Economic Development and Tourism, remarking on the programme, said: “'Promoting export growth in the Craft sector is a priority for the City.  The reasons for this are numerous, and include the outstanding business growth potential that is related to the high quality and innovative design of our handcrafts, as well as the many opportunities to promote the advancement and economic empowerment of those historically disadvantaged individuals including women and the youth.

“It is clear that the provision of training and exporter development is a crucial tool to ensure that this growth and economic empowerment takes place and is sustainable.  Provision of easy access to foreign market opportunities is also vital once these crafters have established themselves locally. 

“The City is proud to have supported the first craft export development program to have taken place in Cape Town and looks forward to ensuring that this program grows from strength to strength."

For further information contact: Cathy Wijnberg, Export Development Project Manager, Cape Craft & Design Institute. Tel: 021 460-3944 / Cell: 084 668 4603 / wijnbergc@ctech.ac.za
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A joint initiative of the Provincial Administration of the 



Western Cape and the Cape Technikon.
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