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BACKGROUND

~ An increasing number of children are constantly losing one or both parents as a result

of the HIV/AIDS epidemic. The family structure and roles are also changing due to the
epidemic. The HIV/AIDS pandemic is already placing a burden on older persons.
Various programmes on HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted infections do recog-
nize that older persons are sexually active and therefore at risk. They are burdened
with the care of the sick and orphaned children. (National Report on the Status of
Older Persons: 1994 — 2002). Older persons aiso suffer when their cares die of

HIV/AIDS or related diseases.

OLDER PERSONS AND THE HIV/AIDS EFFECTS

Older persons are losing their children/grandchildren due to HIV/AIDS. This situation
Often has negative impact on the health of older persons.

 The HIVIAIDS epidemic effects leave older persons:

. With the responsibility of caring and supporting their grandchildren.
- To bear the cost of medical expenses for the sick, food for the family, school
fees, books and uniform for the grandchildren.
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- Intergenerational programmes which aim at creating enabling environ-
ments for older persons to share their knowledge, skills wisdom and expertise
on home / community based care with younger generations. The programme
promotes interdependence of generations (promoting family and social inte-
gration, promoting oider persons as volunteers and utilizing their expertise).

- Development programmes that ensure invoivement and exposure of older
person to new developments and technologies for the workplace demands
for the ageing labour force.

- Care and Support Services to encourage involvement of older persons at
Home/community based care and support programmes, counselling
Educating communities to care for their sick, networking with other
Stakeholders and referring cases for further professionai attention.

OLDER PERSONS ARE OUR HERITAGE

Older persons have a wealth of knowledge and expertise they share with the younger
generations. This can help in building an information bridge between generations,

in the wake of the HIV/AIDS pandemic, older persons are already available and taking
care of orphaned and vulnerable children. Receiving counseihng and support of
extended and immediate families strengthen older persons’ ability to cope with the
harsh effects of HIV/AIDS. Involvement of older persons in decision- making processes
both in the family and in the community is vital for the development of society.

CONTACT NUMBERS FOR PROVINCIAL
OLDER PERSONS’ CO-ORDINATORS:

1. Eastern Cape : 040 - 609 5326
2. Limpopo Province 015 - 295 8163
3. North West _ 018 - 387 5128/5039
4, Mpumalanga 013 -766 3008
5. Gauteng 011 - 3557851
6. Free Slate 051 - 409 0689
7. Western Cape 021 - 483 4682
8. Northern Cape 035-874 9133

9. Kwazulu Natal 035-874 3785




