Key to Acronyms

CEC: 

Committee for Environmental Co-ordination

CBO: 

Community-based organisation

CWG: 

Coastal Working Group

DEAT: 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

DFA: 

Development Facilitation Act (67 of 1995)

DFID: 

British Department for International Development

DWAF:
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry

EIA: 

Environmental Impact Assessment

GDP: 

Gross Domestic Product 

GESAMP: 
Joint Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection

GGP: 

Gross Geographic Product

IUCN: 

The World Conservation Union

MLRA: 
Marine Living Resources Act (18 of 1998)

NEMA: 
National Environmental Management Act (107 of 1998)

NGO: 

Non-governmental organisation

NHB: 

National Heritage Bill 

NRF: 

National Research Foundation

SANCO: 
South African National Civic Organisation

SANCOR: 
South African Network for Coastal and Oceanic Research

SDIs: 

Spatial Development Initiatives

SSA: 

Sea Shore Act (21 of 1935)

Glossary

Admiralty Reserve: Narrow strips of State land, seldom more than 200 feet wide, that are dispersed along the coastline above the high water mark.

Alien coastal vegetation: Plants that do not naturally occur in a specific coastal locality.

Applied research: Research that is directed towards practical ends.

Aquaculture: Breeding and rearing of freshwater organisms (e.g., fish).

Aquifer: Porous, water-saturated layers of sand, gravel or bedrock that can yield an economically significant amount of water.

Arbitration: The settlement of a dispute by an independent party who hears arguments and renders a decision based upon either the disputants' own criteria or applicable statutory provisions.

Archaeology: The study of history through the analysis of physical remains.

Assimilative capacity: The capacity of an ecosystem to absorb human-derived impact without incurring long-term loss of integrity (e.g., wetlands absorbing human waste).

Assimilative function (or capacity): The ability of an ecosystem to absorb substances (e.g., human waste and pollutants).

Ballast: Any heavy object, often water or soil used to give stability to unladen ships.  

Base-line indicators: Factors that can be measured as a means of monitoring the condition or quality of the environment.

Bio-accumulative substances: Hazardous and toxic substances that accumulate in the bodies of organisms. These substances are passed on when ingested by humans or other organisms.  Although not generally harmful in small quantities, if exposure is repeated these substances accumulate in the body, resulting in illness and possibly death.

Biodegradable: Extent to which bacteria or other living organisms can decompose a substance.

Biodiversity: The number and variety of species of plants and animals, the genetic variability within species, and diversity of habitats and ecosystems.

Biogeographic zones: Areas that, by virtue of their biophysical characteristics, have developed a distinctive type of flora and fauna easily discernible from others.

Biological productivity: The total amount of energy generated by an ecosystem during a certain period of time.

Biophysical: Biological, chemical, geological and geographical characteristics.

Buffer and transition zones: Areas of land in which development is strictly controlled.

Capacity building: The improvement of an organisation, community or individual's ability to carry out tasks effectively and confidently, and may include job-skills training, organisational development and the provision of financial and material resources.

Catchment: The boundary that separates different river drainage basins (see Watershed).

Civil society: Refers to the general public or citizens, including sector-specific and public interest groups, from community-based organisations and non-governmental organisations.

Coastal hazards: Natural phenomena that can lead to loss of human life and property damage (e.g., storms, cyclones, flooding and erosion).

Coastal resources: Natural and human-produced goods and services that are either dependent on the coast for their existence or whose value is considerably enhanced by their location at the coast.

Co-management: Describes a shared responsibility for managing a resource. Co-management is often used to refer to community-government partnerships for managing renewable resources.

Community: A group of people who share common interests or live together in a specific locality.

Community-based natural resource management: A formal or informal administrative and regulatory process whereby communities manage a specific locality or natural resource.

Comparative and competitive advantage: Describes the economic potential one region has over another owing to the inherent characteristics of that region, such as climate, proximity to the ocean, soil types or an abundance of a particular resource.

Concurrent powers: Responsibilities shared by different spheres of government.

Conservation: Protection, maintenance, preservation and sustainable use of places, objects, resources, habitats or ecosystems so as to safeguard their natural and cultural significance.

Continental shelf: That part of the ocean floor that slopes gently from the low water mark to a depth of 200 metres. The continental shelf is separated from the deep ocean by a much more steeply inclined continental slope.

Cultural resources: The tangible and intangible elements of both the built and natural environment, which are integral to a sense of shared identity.

Cumulative impacts: Impacts that individually are insignificant but together become significant.

Custodianship: A formal or informal process whereby individuals, groups or communities care for a specific locality or natural resource.

Decision-support system: Information and procedures that aid informed decision-making.

Development: Actions taken by individuals, communities or government aimed at improving quality of life and fulfilling human potential.

Devolution: Delegation of responsibilities from national to provincial, regional or local authority. 

Direct benefits: Goods that are consumed (e.g., fish) or that are used (e.g., kelp in the industrial production of fertilisers).

Disadvantaged communities: Groups of people that are commonly recognised by the State and general public as having been disempowered through apartheid (e.g., Africans), or are economically, socially or politically isolated (e.g., women).

Donor funding: Financial support provided by a foreign donor agency.

Downstream industry or activities: Processes that add value to a particular resource (e.g., fish processing).

Ecological integrity: A diverse, healthy and productive natural system.

Economic incentive: A motivating financial instrument (e.g., tax or rebate) used to encourage a particular attitude or action.

Ecosystem services: Ecosystem functions that contribute to human survival and wellbeing derived from the normal functioning of a healthy ecosystem.

Ecosystem: A community of plants, animals and organisms interacting with one another and with the non-living components of their environment (see Natural system).

Environmental assessment: See Environmental Impact Assessment.

Environmental audit: A systematic, documented, periodic and objective evaluation of how well environmental management systems are performing.

Environmental Impact Assessment: The process of collecting, organising, analysing, interpreting and communicating information about the likely impacts of a proposed policy, plan or activity on the environment.

Environmental impact: A positive or negative consequence (e.g., social, economic, political, cultural, administrative or biophysical) brought about by human action.

Environmental management system: A system that includes structures, procedures and processes designed to implement an environmental management policy, and to review and improve it on an ongoing basis.

Equity: Dignity, fairness and justice.

Estuary: A body of water that has a connection with the sea and where fresh water, derived from land drainage, is mixed with sea water.

Exclusive Economic Zone: The sea beyond the territorial waters but within a distance of 200 nautical miles from the low water mark.

Exotic organisms: Plants and animals that do not naturally occur in a specific locality, and can potentially have a negative effect on indigenous and native organisms.

Goal: A means of achieving a vision guided by a set of principles.

Governance: The process of governing.

Green Paper: A draft national government policy intended to stimulate discussion and gauge opinion.

Gross Domestic Product: The total value of a nation's annual throughput of goods and services.

Gross Geographic Product: The total value of a specific location's (e.g., a province) annual throughput of goods and services.

Habitat: The place or type of place where an organism or community of organisms live.

Hazardous and toxic waste: A discarded substance with the potential to damage people or the environment owing to its dangerous characteristics.

High water mark: The highest point reached by the sea during ordinary storms occurring during the stormiest period of the year, excluding exceptional or abnormal sea-surges.

High-energy environment: An area in which powerful physical processes occur (e.g., winds and waves).

Holism: An approach that recognises that the characteristics of a system are more than the sum of all its parts.

Indigenous flora and fauna: Plants and animals that have evolved in a specific locality.

Indirect benefits: Ecosystem services that are not directly consumed, but upon which human activity is nevertheless dependent (e.g., the waste-absorbing and water-purification services of coastal ecosystems). 

Infrastructure: Permanent physical structures (e.g., roads, electricity lines and bridges).

Integrated coastal management: An holistic, continuous and dynamic process of sustainable use, development and protection of coastal resources.

Integrated Development Plan: A plan drawn up by local government to prioritise and co-ordinate development activities and investment, and to promote effective use of budgets in terms of the Local Government Transition Act (209 of 1993).

International conventions: International legislation agreed to by a party of nations.

International obligations: The responsibilities nations undertake as a signatory or party to international conventions.

Inter-sectoral approach: A management approach that integrates sector-specific activities (e.g., mining, recreation and fishing).

Inter-tidal zone: The area of the sea-shore between the lowest and highest tides.

Lagoon: A coastal body of shallow water characterised by a restricted connection with the sea.

Land Development Objectives: Objectives in relation to access to and standard of services for land development in terms of the Development Facilitation Act (67 of 1995).

Land use planning: A process for deciding the best present and future use of each parcel of land in an area.

Lead agent: The government department with the ultimate responsibility for implementation of policy at either national or provincial level.

Limited Development Area: An area of restricted development in terms of the Environment Conservation Act (73 of 1989).

Linear development: The spatial pattern of human settlement and infrastructure that is "thinly" spread out along a line, such as a road or the shoreline (see Ribbon development).

Local authority: A local council, rural or representative council or metropolitan local council in terms of the Local Government Transition Act (209 of 1993).

Local demonstration project: A programme to display practically the effectiveness of integrated coastal management at the local level.

Local government: The political representatives and administrations of traditional authorities, and metropolitan and local councils.

Low water mark: The lowest point reached by the sea during periods of ordinary spring tides.

Lowest competent sphere: Lowest rank or governmental authority capable of carrying out a responsibility.

Mariculture:  Breeding of animals and plants in sea water (e.g., fish, mussels and seaweed).

Marine outfalls: The point at which land-based human or industrial waste is disposed of via a pipeline into the sea.

Multiple use: Principle of managing land to be used simultaneously for a variety of purposes (e.g., fishing, mining, recreation and wildlife preservation).

National asset: A place, object or resource of national significance (see National heritage).

National heritage: A place, object or resource of national significance (see National asset).

Natural assets: Resources (e.g., fish) or qualities (e.g., scenic view) that are produced by natural systems.

Natural resource management: Actions taken to address direct and indirect consequences of human activities in order to maintain ecological integrity.

Natural resource: The products of a healthy ecosystem (e.g., fish and minerals). 

Natural system: A community of plants, animals and organisms interacting with one another and with the non-living components of their environment (see Ecosystem).

Nodal development: Describes the spatial pattern of human settlement and infrastructure that is concentrated around a single point.

Non-biodegradable: Substances that cannot be decomposed by bacteria or other living organisms (e.g., plastics).

Non-point-source pollution: Pollution originating from a number of dispersed sources, often associated with agriculture and urban areas.

Non-renewable resources: Resources that are not replaced or regenerated naturally within human time scales (e.g., diamonds).

Normative: The establishment of a norm or standard.

Nursery habitat: A place or type of place with conditions favourable to the protection, growth and maturity of juvenile organisms (e.g., estuary and fish).

Nutrient cycling: The process by which nutrients in the water, land and air are absorbed, consumed and processed by physical, chemical and biological action.

Objective: A means of achieving a goal.

Organ of State: An institution or body of the government as defined in section 239 of the Constitution (xxxviii).

Organic: Derived from living organisms.

Palaeontology: The study of past life.

Parastatal: Organisations that are partially financed and run by the government (e.g., Transnet and Eskom).

Parliament: The national legislative body of South Africa.

Point-source pollution: Contaminants discharged from a specific fixed location, such as a pipe or outfall structure.

Policy Committee: A group appointed by the Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism to represent the interests of national government, provincial government, business, labour, community-based organisations, environmental non-governmental organisations and the sport and recreational sector during the formulation of a draft Coastal Policy.

Pollution status: The levels of contaminants in a specified locality.

Poverty: An inability to access income, jobs or social and physical infrastructure. Socio-political isolation and environmental degradation exacerbate poverty.

Precautionary principle: Avoiding risk through a cautious approach to development and environmental management.

Preservation: The maintenance of objects, resources, habitats or ecosystems in a pristine condition through strictly controlled access and use.

Principles: A set of values and beliefs that guide and inform ongoing planning and management.

Productive systems: The normal functioning of natural systems results in biological growth which is measured as productivity. Coastal ecosystems typically have high productivity compared with many other ecosystems.

Project Management Team: The team appointed by the Policy Committee to co-ordinate activities of the Coastal Management Policy Programme.

Protocols: A series of instructions.

Public access: The right enjoyed by the public to approach or enter a particular place.

Public participation: A process whereby stakeholders contribute to public decision-making.

Public-private partnerships: Partnerships developed between government, civil society, and business and industry.

Receiving environment: The environment in which waste is deposited (e.g., ocean).

Recreational anglers: Individuals who fish primarily for sport rather than subsistence or commercial reasons. Many recreational fishers, however, do sell their catch.

Reef: A natural ridge (e.g., rock or coral) or man-made object (e.g., a shipwreck) at or near the surface of the sea. 

Refuge habitat: A place or type of place that affords protection to vulnerable organisms. 

Regenerative capacity: The self-renewing ability of natural systems to absorb impacts caused by human activities or naturally occurring events.

Regional Managers: Individuals and groups appointed to co-ordinate activities of the Coastal Management Policy Programme in the 13 coastal regions, with a particular focus on involving local stakeholders in the policy formulation process.

Rehabilitate: The restoration of ecological integrity to a degraded resource or system.

Renewable resources: Resources that are replaced through natural ecological cycles, or natural chemical or physical processes (e.g., fish).

Ribbon development: Describes the spatial pattern of human settlement and infrastructure that is "thinly" spread out along a line, such as a road or the shoreline (see Linear development).

Risk-aversion: Active avoidance of possible exposure to loss of human life or property damage as a result of hazardous events or coastal processes.

Sand-bypass system: The natural movement and circulation of sand by air and water currents.

Sea-level rise: A rise in the level of the ocean caused by global warming.

Sea: Includes the water of the sea, the seabed and its sub-soil.

Sea  shore: The water and the land between the low and high water marks.

Sediment transport: The natural movement and circulation of matter (e.g., sand) by air and water currents.

Sensitive coastal ecosystems: Ecosystems that are particularly vulnerable to disturbances by virtue of their inherent characteristics, or proximity or exposure to potential human or natural hazards.

Set-back line: A prescribed boundary indicating the limit of development activity along an ecologically sensitive or vulnerable area (e.g., wetland), or an area that poses a hazard or risk to humans (e.g., sea-shore).

Species: A group of plants, animals or micro-organisms sharing a most recent common ancestor, with a shared set of uniquely evolved characteristics, and generally only interbreeding with themselves.

Spheres of government: Different levels of government - national, provincial and local.

Stakeholders: Individuals, organisations and institutions having an interest in a development or activity in a particular area.

State land: Land that is owned by the government. 

State of Our Coast report: A report describing and analysing the current state of the coast.

State: National, provincial and local government.

Strategic Environmental Assessments: An environmental assessment that analyses the regional context and long-term implications of development activities.

Strategic planning A method of planning activities through a process of prioritisation, particularly when resources and capacity are restricted.

Subsistence activity: An individual dependent on a particular natural resource to make a contribution to supporting their livelihood.

Subtropical: The area between the mid-latitudes and tropics that typically experiences a mild to warm climate occasionally influenced by tropical and temperate air masses.

Sustainability: Ability to continue an activity for a long period of time.

Sustainable coastal development: Describes optimising user benefits, now and into the future, whilst maintaining diverse, healthy and productive coastal ecosystems.

Sustainable livelihood options: Describes long-lasting alternatives that can contribute to the wellbeing of people.

Synergistic effects: Describes a situation in which the impacts from one activity combine with those of another to produce a greater or different impact.

Temperate: The mid-latitude area that typically experiences a mild to cool climate occasionally influenced by sub-tropical and polar air masses.

Territorial waters: The sea within 12 nautical miles of the low water mark.

Topography: The surface features of land, e.g., hills, valleys, plains.

Traditional resource uses: Time-honoured or customary uses of resources.

Trans-boundary: Across boundaries (e.g., administrative boundaries).

Trans-frontier: Across national borders.

Upwelling: Vertical movement of deeper cold water towards the sea surface resulting from strong winds, found along the west and south coasts of South Africa.

Viewshed: Describes a scenic vista unspoilt by inappropriate structure or building design.

Vision: A positive view of the future.

Wading bird: A long-legged bird that typically feeds in shallow waters of estuaries and wetlands.

Watershed: The boundary that separates different river drainage basins (see Catchment).

Wetland: Area covered occasionally, regularly or permanently by shallow fresh or salt water.

White Paper: A formally adopted national government policy.
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