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BOOKLIST
Christian fiction 

but when she dies, her abusive first husband 
turns up to claim them.  Raney’s A scarlet 
cord asks whether deception is ever right.  
Two broken people find comfort and love 
together, till one of them disappears.  The 
amber photograph, by Penelope J Stokes, 
tells of a woman’s search for an unknown 
sister which leads her to face her own dark 
past.  The consequences of an illegitimate 
child unexpectedly reappearing in the 
protagonist’s life are used in different ways in 
Oceans apart, by Karen Kingsbury, Firstborn, 
by Robin Lee Hatcher, and The debt, by 
Angela Elwell Hunt.

Hunt’s The debt also looks at issues 
involving ministers of religion and the church 
itself, as the main characters are a couple 
who have worked their way up from running 
a small church to becoming very success-
ful television evangelists.  And the shofar 
blew, by Francine Rivers, is about a young 
minister, eager to build up a church, allowing 
his ambitions to overcome his scruples so 
that he loses sight of his real purpose.  Sylvia 
Bombola’s Refiner’s fire, set in Romania in 
the late 1980s, can be called a thriller but it 
is of particular interest for its vivid depic-
tion of the persecution of Christians under 
Nicolae Ceausescu.  Jonathan Tulloch’s Give 
us this day provides a portrait of Father Tom 
Carey and his spiritual struggles.  A good, 
conscientious, well-liked man, he seems an 
ideal Catholic priest, but underneath he is in 
turmoil, and unexpected events are set to 
challenge him further.  This is an absorbing 

read with some substance to it.  Popular 
author Andrew Greeley, himself a priest, 
does not hesitate to tackle the controversial 
issue of sex abuse scandals and cover-ups 
in the Catholic Church in The priestly sins.  
However, as much of the book tells of the 
life of the whistleblower in this particular 
scandal, an honest, wholesome and likeable 
priest, it is by no means a cheerless read.  In 
A blessing in disguise, by Elvi Rhodes, thirty-
something widow Venus Stanton is the new 
Anglican vicar in a rural English parish, where 
some of her congregation are dead set 
against the idea of a woman priest.  This light 
but pleasant read is not typical faith fiction, 
but it has a strong Christian element appro-
priate to the main character.  In A miracle 
for St Cecilia’s, by Katherine Valentine, a 
small-town Catholic church is threatened 
with closure because there are too few pa-
rishioners.  Some pray for a miracle and get 
more than they bargained for, but all ends 
well in this gently humorous and charming 
feel-good tale.

Beverly Lewis uses the unique lifestyle 
of the Amish as the setting for her novels.  
There are three titles in the series The 
heritage of Lancaster County: The shunning, 
The confession, and The reckoning.  The 
first title in a new series, Annie’s people, is 
The preacher’s daughter.  While the vivid 
background details sound authentic, and the 
Amish are depicted with warmth and sym-
pathy, the author does take issue with some 
of their beliefs.

A local title translated from the Afrikaans 
is Shades of crimson, by Marzanne Leroux-
Van der Boon.  Here modern Israel and the 
Middle East conflict form the background to 
Marc’s search for identity.  Could he live in 
Israel to marry the woman he loves?  Is he 
South African or Israeli?  Jewish or Christian?  
A sequel has recently been published, called 
Hatikvah: land of hope.

Sutter’s Cross, by W Dale Cramer, is set 
in a small town in the Appalachian moun-
tains.  The novel has multiple themes, but it 
is the arrival of Harley, a homeless, work-
ing-class man who does good deeds, that is 
the catalyst for developments.  Something 
unusual is Angela Elwell Hunt’s Unspoken.  
Through the story of a woman who is try-
ing to teach a gorilla sign language, it asks 
whether animals have souls and what they 
can tell us about God.  Restoring a paint-
ing in an Italian church leads to spiritual and 
emotional healing in Suzanne M Wolfe’s 
well-written Unveiling, which handles the re-
ligious angle in a subtle and unobtrusive way.

For more background on LaHaye’s Left  
behind series and for a booklist of older 
Christian fiction titles see the Cape Librarian 
of January/February 2001.

MARGARET ISKANDAR
Book Selector

Austin, Lynn
*All she ever wanted.- Bethany House, c2005.
Hidden places.- Bethany House, c2001.
Wings of refuge.- Bethany House, c2000.

Bambola, Sylvia.  Refiner’s fire.- Multnomah, c2000.

Bell, James Scott
Blind justice.- Broadman & Holman, c2000.
*Glimpses of paradise.- Bethany House, 2005.
The Nephilim seed.- Broadman & Holman, 
c2001.
*Sins of the fathers.- Zondervan, 2005.

Billerbeck, Kristin
Titles featuring Ashley Stockindale (in order of 
appearance): 
What a girl wants.- WestBow, c2004.
She’s out of control.- WestBow, c2004.
With this ring, I’m confused.- WestBow, c2005.

Bright, Bill
Blessed child.- Word, c2001.
A man called blessed.- W Pub. Group, c2002.

Cramer, W Dale.  Sutter’s Cross.- Bethany 
House, c2003.

Dekker, Ted
Thre3e.- W Pub. Group, c2003.
Thunder of heaven.- W Pub. Group, c2002.

DePree, Trace
Lake Emily series
A can of peas.- Waterbrook P., 2002.
Dandelions in a jelly jar.- Waterbrook P., 2004.
*Aprons on a clothesline.- Waterbrook P., 2005.

*Del Fabbro, Vanessa.  The road to home.- 
Steeple Hill, c2005.

Elmer, Robert
*The celebrity.- Waterbrook P., 2005.
The duet.- Waterbrook P., 2004.

George, Margaret.  Mary, called Magdalene.- 
Macmillan, 2002.

Gould, Leslie.  Garden of dreams.- Waterbrook 
P., 2003.

Grant, Reg.  Storm.- Christian Art Pub., 2002.

*Greeley, Andrew.  The priestly sins.- Forge, 2005.

*Groot, Tracy.  Stones of my accusers.- Moody, 
c2004.

*Gun, Robin Jones.  Gardenias for breakfast.- 
WestBow, c2005.

Hancock, Karen.  Arena.- Bethany House, c2002.
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Hatcher, Robin Lee
Beyond the shadows.- Tyndale House, c2004.
Firstborn.- Tyndale House, c2002.
*Loving Libby.- Zondervan, 2005.

Henderson, Dee
O’Malley series
The negotiator.- Christian Art Pub., c2003.
The guardian.- Christian Art Pub., 2004.
The truth seeker.- Christian Art Pub., 2005.
*The protector.- Christian Art Pub., 2006.

Hickman, Patricia.  Fallen angels.- Warner Faith, 
2004.

Higgs, Liz Curtis
Fair is the rose.- Waterbrook P., 2004.
Thorn in my heart.- Waterbrook P., 2003.
Unveiling Mary Magdalene.- Waterbrook P., 
[2004].

Hunt, Angela Elwell
The awakening.- WestBow, c2004.
The debt.- WestBow, c2004.
The justice.- W Pub. Group, c2002.
The pearl.- W Pub. Group, c2003.
*Unspoken.- WestBow, 2005.

Hyde, Catherine Ryan.  Electric God.- Pocket 
Bks., 2001.

Jenkins, Jerry B
The underground zealot series
Soon: the beginning of the end.- Hodder, 2003.
*Silenced: the wrath of God descends.- 
Tyndale House, c2004.

Jeschke, Melanie M
The Oxford chronicles
Inklings.- Harvest House, 2004.
Expectations.- Harvest House, c2005.

Kingsbury, Karen
Oceans apart.- Zondervan, c2004.
*A thousand tomorrows.- Center Street, 
2005.
Firstborn series
*Fame.- Christian Art Pub., 2006.
*Forgiven.- Christian Art Pub., 2006,
Redemption series
*Redemption.- Tyndale House, c2002.
*Remember.- Tyndale House, c2003.
*Return.- Tyndale House, c2003.
*Rejoice.- Tyndale House, c2004.
*Reunion.- Tyndale House, c2004.

Kirchhof, Severine.  Threefold garland.- Pan, 2000.

Kraus, Harry.  Could I have this dance?- 
Zondervan, c2002.

LaHaye, Tim F
Left behind series (in order of appearance)
Left behind.- Christian Art Pub., 1998.
Tribulation force.- Christian Art Pub., 1998.
Nicolae.- Christian Art Pub., 1999.

Soul harvest.- Christian Art Pub., 1999.
Apollyon.- Christian Art Pub., 1999.
Assassins.- Christian Art Pub., 1999.
The indwelling.- Christian Art Pub., 2000.
The mark.- Christian Art Pub., 2000.
Desecration.- Christian Art Pub., 2001.
The remnant.- Christian Art Pub., 2002.
Armageddon.- Christian Art Pub., 2003.
Glorious appearing.- Christian Art Pub., 2004.
Countdown to the rapture series, a three-volume 
prequel to the Left behind series
The rising.- Christian Art Pub., 2005. 
*The regime.- Christian Art Pub., 2006.
*The rapture.- Christian art Pub., 2006.
Babylon rising series
Babylon rising.- Hodder, 2004.
The secret on Ararat.- Hodder, 2004.
*The Europa conspiracy.- Hodder, 2006.

*Leanne, Shelly.  Joshua’s Bible.- Warner Bks., 2005.

Leroux-Van der Boon, Marzanne
Shades of crimson: a novel set in Jerusalem.- 
Lux Verbi, 2005.
*Hatikvah: land of hope.- Lux Verbi, 2006.

Lewis, Beverly
The heritage of Lancaster County series
The shunning.- Christian Art Pub., 2002.
The confession.- Christian Art Pub., 2002.
The reckoning.- Christian Art Pub., 2003.
Annie’s people series
*The preacher’s daughter.- Bethany House, 2005.

Maier, Paul Luther.  More than a skeleton.- 
WestBow, c2003.

*Meissner, Susan.  In all deep places.- Harvest 
house, 2006.

Murray, Victoria Christopher
Joy.- Warner Bks., 2002.
Temptation.- Warner Bks., 2001.

Parker, Gary E.  Rumors of peace.- Bethany 
House, c2000.

Peretti, Frank.  Monster.- WestBow, c2005.

Peterson, Tracie.  The long-awaited child.- 
Bethany House, c2001.

Proctor, William.  The last star.- T. Nelson Pub., 
c2000.

Raney, Deborah
Beneath a southern sky.- Waterbrook P., 2002.
A nest of sparrows.- Waterbrook P., 2005.
A scarlet cord.- Waterbrook P., 2003.

Rivers, Francine
And the shofar blew.- Christian Art Pub., 2003.
A lineage of grace series
Unafraid - [Mary].- Christian Art Pub., 2002.
Unashamed - [Rahab].- Christian Art Pub., 2001.
Unshaken - [Ruth].- Christian Art Pub., 2001.

Unspoken - [Bathsheba].- Christian Art Pub., 2002.
Unveiled - [Tamar].- Christian Art pub., 2000.
Lineage of grace: five unlikely women who 
changed eternity.- Christian Art Pub., 2003.  
(Omnibus edition of the five Lineage of grace 
titles.)
Sons of encouragement series
The priest: [Aaron].- Tyndale, c2004.
*The warrior: [Caleb].- Christian Art Pub., 2005.

Rhodes, Elvi.  A blessing in disguise.- Corgi, 2003.

Samson, Lisa.  The living end.- Waterbrook P., 
2003.

Simon, Frank.  The gathering storm.- Broadman 
& Holman, c2003.

Singer, Randy
Dying declaration.- Waterbrook P., 2004.
Irreparable harm.- Waterbrook P., 2003.
*Self incrimination.- Waterbrook P., 2005.

Stokes, Penelope
The amber photograph.- Word, c2001.
The amethyst heart.- Word, c2000.
Circle of grace.- Doubleday, 2004.

*Strobel, Alison.  Worlds collide.- Waterbrook 
P., 2005.

*Sword, Gaylynne.  Dear me.- River Oak, 2005.

Tatlock, Ann.  I’ll watch the moon.- Bethany 
House, c2003.

Tenney, Tommy.  Hadassah: one night with the 
king.- Bethany House, c2004.

Thoen, Bodie.  First light.- Tyndale House, c2003.

Traylor, Ellen Gunderson.  The oracle.- Word, 
c2001.

*Tulloch, Jonathan.  Give us this day.- J. Cape, 
2005.

Valentine, Katherine.  A miracle for St. Cecilia’s.- 
Penguin, 2003.

Vaughan, Robert
Touch the face of God.- T. Nelson Pub., c2002.
Whose voice the waters heard.- T. Nelson Pub., 
c2003.

*White, Linda J.  Bloody Point.- River Oak, 2005.

Whitlow, Robert
*Jimmy.- WestBow, 2005.
Life everlasting.- WestBow, c2004.
Life support.- W Pub. Group, c2003.
The sacrifice.- W Pub. Group, c2002.
The trial.- Word, c2001.

Wick, Lori.  The princess.- Christian Art Pub., 2001.

*Wolfe, Suzanne.  Unveiling.- Paraclete P., 2004 
(2005 printing).

Note:  Titles marked with an asterisk were still on 
order or in process at the time of writing.
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