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Top of the League

Using Football to Encourage
Reading in Schools

by Tom Palmer

Warld Cup 2010

Speing amd Sumamer 2000 present o beilliani oppetunity 1
tackle reluctasd readliry - becawio on 1 | June footballs Weald
Ly Binals begie im Sourh Alvecs

b media will be swturased with i
T gabvwrts will B phoilisg, it
Aa will ehildrens swthors. Bat [ goime om Bo th laler,

Mok all Bavyw are rebactant eeaders. Mot all redectant readers ke
frsiithall Pt @ ot din

T Mathomal Literacy Tiad did some feseanch in D007, They
o] thart G8% of panior school gitls sy they like resding
gt 1o #0% of bays. Bt ihey sl Boganad tharl only 6% of
girls =ay they ke to read about sport. Hut that 48.5% of boys
nay 1By o

Ihaere is alpeady & bol of work going om bn Bbearkes isd schools
I;ullj_luhﬂ“‘l.l" 1o ergoursge peading. The Mational Ligeracy
Trust Fues sevenal schemies ulder 1he geril heddehg
Resding the Game. Mary authors go inte schasobs b0 encoarage
seading I||.1|~|.|t||| sparl, incheading Heleia Pielichaty, Mal Pect,
Alan Durant and nvysell This article is st some of the
sithition | Baive beon timnedioedl i end have heant alsodit
Speecifically projects that have worked in schools. Ik ends with
morm 1ipe Pow ualng the Wiorld Cisg B encesafape regaing

My Story

Brieidi I meeedd 0168 ey wioey. | was a reluctant resdez: 1 hateid
P, 1 atiad Badly ot scbaosll My napn wan diesperade. | was heading
bt caaly P9k Heitain with notherg 5o ahe decided o use
the one Ehing | kved o get e into reading — Foothall

She gol e reading newspapers, magazines and - alber o while,
whven [ was moge confident = bools. It worked. And things
sbapbed U6 cBange loe e Sadly sl dicd Bl ity Fooiall
Detechive and Foothall Acaakemy senies were patdibed by
Peedlin Pt dhe led) nae with a barening deslee ta evangelise
hwrvl reding. chrough ool bl

I was empowered by reading. My life gt better. | stopgsed
disirigt stuipid and dangrrous things. 1 got Back inls education |

goi jobs | liked. | got selfl esicem

Aurg] that's s lot of what sy books are sk, The Foatiel]
Dgtective weries s abwom o boy who bves foothall asd who
wanis §o be 3 deiectnee. e wanis b0 be 3 detectinee because he
Ptk el @ Dt ol crimie movels Lo Bis Bkl Lithes. 106 wha 1By
dix togegher, And, Because of that, Dasny s equigeed wigh all
the skilly ol dertm gives Lle Kan Wallenden, Sherkak Hedees,
Pl et amed] emany mione, Hie neses: theese skills 1o solve foothadl
crames across the UK, He, Bie me, has boen conparusiod by
books. And that i owhat 1 iry o do i schools. | go i and try o

uar Bnethall bo encosfage @ hve of feulisg

School Librarian

volume 57 number 4 winter 2009

Bpprmaw] bom P Soheod | drpue, wobee ) mgmier 4 000 pd G -5
b permeraon o B whoo! |Frsry danocadon and Tom Faleee

L opygiel ©F 2008 Yhom . ey decax i A4 wighn vy

~rpd 55 B O e e T sl EeEL e

weaiady e ol vren of Pe Lleari s

e Wy iy 6 il

W [ Ep e, U | | Areed Smen Vi
WirBsmad, e fRbvn VWG 100 LE

b bl [0 R TR TR = R e Tl FFTie

i IRl W ol S W el L R

Kaapse Bibliotekaris, September/Desember 2009




32

Premier League Promoting

Thee Wational Literacy Tros and Feothall Fowndation mn a
wrheese called Promier Ledgue Beading Stam. The main
project e sttt petting famiilies togethir s pubde: Bbraries ta
Balle aboaf redcimg. Bl there's @ sppie ofll for schoads, A ol
weithy L gages b il Bach vime a child b e clais Biniches &
B, one off Ehe gaps s [iHed By a footbal] sticker, Onoe they
coimiplete the chairt the Cliss wins 4 ciest. (dLen & ieip oo a
fsrithall chub's learning wore and & stadisem inur

Interoited T Conbict filph Acaticookiiffocthilllciefditian s
po talke part

The Natiomal Literacy Trast abus has sets of posters af
fosrthallers, such as Rio Ferdanand and David fames, reading.
Ciread For library walle. Contact jimosells@literacyirust caguk

Binf L.

A if your dio hawee & Premier Leaggue team imor near your
ol snthority i smdghs b wocth appeoaching your koacal
childrew’s library team bo see i teey are looking for a school io
eve vl Fasrilios Trowms bnospring J010

Football Aeading Clubs

Ptk & kot with & wiliossl i Baallabon, 250 ik Thoim iy
Yorkshire home. Ghytlprove Jumsor. | go back s much because
| kerve what they dee delng iBeer. They run 4 foathall sding
chuh. Fifkeen childnen whis bove foothall anid need o bt of help
weilhs peading, D @ ot

Thery mered iniie & woek. Soamnetimes o these. Somsctimes ey
oy wriding work, Somebimes putting ings ther their [naikall
wcrap books. Seenctimes we lake them oul to Brares,
baadeaboge and once to David Beckbam's football acadesmy
Thaty Feadl Nesr dealts of sy nowsels and el mme what | ineed 1o
o b eriakee themy better

Tharit Ditrsacy has pockeed. As by most off their condidison

They lecl spocial Bocaise of seadeag

The Football Reading Gama

The Festhall RBeading Game is something | oreated for schaoael
winita. B helps to bave me v G da L, buf is very ey 1o wed

wp and run voussest

h v @ gamse of two halves, In ke first hall childeen are put in
trams amd challenged 16 asedd questions on lootball sesding

_ B BIBLIOTEEKWEEK

INTANETHI

Headlines from the day's newspaper. with words blacked out

Football magarine oovers. Mame (he plaver on the cover, Why
I8 v o Twrce Caillend thar?

Fooiball baok covers. Which |,|.|,“ er 15 b baak ghaosi? Whach
beain? Blacking o the appropiiate wosds,

R @ eectbons Proen 5 lootball el and sak (B m sbesin one ol
the defads in the story 3t £he enad

The trams sedussalile pointi. Eack poied they carm eguals a
penalty, Then the irama play esch other in a penalty shoot oul
Tha winners ged 4 siniall Eregrhy’ or somie olber pride. A thary

el gasinl.

This is 2 prest event for making children more aware o whal
iy feddieg i oul thete lof theiin. Bast e bl part is o ad,
fore each round, what (e ke Eo read in newspapers,
T E pnes ass] Besclia. [0 Creales povt b pedT
recommendsiions. The best form of recommendation

Peer to Peer

I Buve meen ofhor grea? examples of leachees using odder
chuldien Lo inspae pouiger oies 0o fead. These are U best
examphes

B o e Boceral i Bl B hier gl Ehve sl cxmident anad aolbeni
et diffbcult bovws i his room. He asked them if they'd like
sl Fool photos of themsclvrs on s wall of the sclesd. Thin
mgreed & week later the photos appeared. Fholos of these
podarkmi By reading booka about kpa, about musde, s

ot IR
I was part of his plan ioaoreate 2 reading culivae n the schoal

Tha s bevamse grealsr eolchritios and reading Became a
livthe bess pmcool

Thi beaddy svsbemm im schools i mmch used. Some schools
(s il arousd feading, Clder chilifsen are malchad with
voanger children wiik simdlar inieresis. Then they spend a few
ey & week readieg together — and 1alking about the

ks ihaey've el Another way of making resding seens meore
g sl

The Bsesl enaimipe Dve sieii Ol Thid I scliof wid the loothall
readling club in Rasildon, Alber a year of sftenisan the Year 5
were alll [ar maone inbe feading than they had been belose In
el canes their olass socaes had rockefed. A o e onad of
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thie veis they hail 46 asecrebly (0 colehiane (heelr achisvetieiila

Th alder children came (o the front 8o el the ret of 1he
schusnl aboul thr Cnourite bouks. A they came ap B talk )
watched the younger children gaee in gwe 3t their beroes. You
vl il (el evervEhing ey wisd aboul Books and hoving
reading wis going in. and was iedluencing the choices the
yvemnper childron would be ntaking ie the next year and

bryiimd

Talk Sport

Theere are several types of guests you could fedte inio the
ncheonl B 1alk el frading o,

1 om0 wrerioed] writhy & poung jeumalist om the Mewcastle Doho
i wan froesy Ehae city, Hi dalked aboul haw he goes 1o
matchis hommss and swwy, kniss e players, gets b walch
Eraining. It was inapirieg (o see 1he children in the dassroom
sudideiily Pralise they could be like hisa and have his joboan
vewrs bo come |F Ehey regsd sl fosghall

I delisiedy recommionsd a journiliag of the kecal pagee. Afer
their visit you can eooourage the children to pead his or ber
artiches aiiad Fopodia by pubting (e m on s display n e schaoal,

Sores echiasls have Invited in bocsl pediceman, lleesren snd
nther urbam beroes ~ imcluding footballers on kocal trams - bo
Lilk shwist sgsoitn redsding o childres

A, of codirse, yodl oodlbd) Invite a childrens sathos. AR
childrens aikthor da diffreont activibaes. All aof the oo e
st e great ol i | cam eooomenend Mol Arksey, Hedena
Paelichary, Alan Dusani, Mal Pect, Mick Tecaek and myvseli, all
il Buave wrilesm abodul fesghall

Cheech out thelr websites, Some spell out what they doin
schonls, Asthors cost Betwoen ENN0 and £400 & day, plaa
cxpenses and can be a really great way to kick start the reading
it

Playing Away

A well as harving peests coming inte schosd, it can be good to
gt ool ol the clanirooen fo insping foothall resding. IFyou'e
bl 10 et thirough the ped tips and Brances of it all Pve run
Erips willh classis bo

W o on a four of 3 local feotEall dedmm
W il @ speets clulds lesrning oonkiy
W et op oo sports eeading treasuree bt in the koca] Bhaeary

W if o have some money (0 speosd oo books, fo take B ids
b & Bsewinlealiny Bin ¢ hasosias aRO0CR

B arrange (o @ football suthor event i a library, so the
childran et an gplhor apad begonss laamiliar with (bair
brwcl librairy

More idvan Tor exploiting the D00 Warkd Cup b pour school
librasy

B Mave an breractive Workd Ciagp wall, made up of newspaper
maalch meporta, sagaring posters, o 'Work] Cup chan

W Imvite children o Being i sporis bodaks il sagirine of i
wwap slall

W I you have & good book dlock - of can get suppan Irom
yoar School Library Service - creaie a special Woeld Cup
libewry, with hssthall lakis, Boaks @il e ountrie
taking part, eic

W Creaby the image of 3 Barge goal om the wall of the school
libesy oF Classsonm. Ievine ¢ haldoen o Gl in book resdew
shieets sbaped Ble foothally. I hey liked the book, et them
L et L ew Ehet bk off thie el B they didive, they can lsve
It going wide of the peat,

W Crvale yodis oias Premier Lesguse Reading Stam chist
specifically for the Wiedbd Cug, using your aem books amd
with & danvtime Weeld Cup party around one of the
ElErnoon malches i & fewand

B Move 5 sl ol 20 bsothall books, and when the kids read one
askl thersh b @ive i pootsis as b fossthall - 00D By Bated i,
| they thought i was ok 3 ihey loved (L Then keep a
lrague table in the cBaws 2oosee which is e mast pogailar

[

Final Whistle

The sbanve are just soame ideas you can use in e clasursoen
ased achaol library, 1o w8 oo what you afe already doing. The
wethsiies below have many maae such ldeas and, often,
Frbdifcey poil Can ise

W hop s diberacytrusioeg ak
W higp P Toothallfoundation ompg ik

W kiR e esdingihegame seg uk

Thanks foer peading. | hope this geees you soamne ideas that vos
can use by yerat whool

B Tom Padeser de dhe anther of Paw srries aboul foothall Bock
eakbined by Poafln. Foothall Acaderrs wiiok de abour aa
aagaler. ety Prciatler Lodgsie doadeesy e 08 dasods
fuicludimp Hep Divaitesd e Serilivgg Ol [ de selaiint ap 72
Foaothall Dedective (B4 ) de plboud @ oy sl P fo aolioe
Jontball crimees. Tibles dmclude Poad Py e Dreaal Bl
Foul |"|'.|_|- s o MW Boakieal Lip rilie il wti ahorniited
for fve Hiue Mefer Hood: Asaied Mo wovds did handreds of
sctyoade ol flvariied o year, runndmg deb Fostbell Regding
Gamy, M wrlde s forpademer ol
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