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How much more forthright can 
one be than by simply stating 
that the library profession `is 

in distress?’  These are the words of Dr 
Reggie Ragu, the director of IT Services 
and Communication at Stellenbosch 
University.  In his article on page 12 he 
poses  the question of whether or not 
statutory status will be the saviour for the 
information profession and emphasises 
the need for a fully representative body to 
represent the LIS  and allied professions.

However, despite the many hurdles that librarians face in their ca-
reers, the overwhelming majority seem to excel.  At the ministerial 
awards for excellence held earlier this year, three libraries received 
an award for outstanding services to the youth, children and the 
community.  Read about their special skills on page 41.

And on page 38 Cherezaan Behardien challenges librarians to 
view a DVD series, South African issues in which new skills can be 
learnt – as she says, winter is the perfect time of the year for new 
ventures.

And now for something completely different … have you ever 
heard of a donkey sanctuary where book sales are held for funds to 
support donkeys?  See page 6 in the News.

In closing we refer you to the comprehensive 2010/2011 update 
of the annual literary awards – a mammoth task to say the least and 
compiled by our great book selector team, Sabrina Gosling, Theresa 
Sass and Stanley Jonck.

PS:  Although we promised you Library Week feedback in this issue, 
we’ve had requests from libraries for an extension to the deadline.  Our 
next issue will feature a comprehensive overview of all activities.

Meer op die man af kan die stelling nie wees nie – die 
biblioteekberoep is in ‘n dilemma.  In sy artikel op bladsy 
12 kyk Dr Reggie Ragu, direkteur van die Department 

van Inligtingstegnologie en Kommunikasie aan die Universiteit 
van Stellenbosch krities na die huidige stand van die profession-
aliteit van biblioteek- en inligtingswerkers en beklemtoon hy die 
noodsaaklikheid vir ‘n amptelike verteenwoordigende liggaam wat 
die biblioteek- en inligtingsberoep asook verwante beroepe sal 
verteenwoordig.

Maar op ‘n positiewe noot, ten spyte van die talle struikelblokke 
wat bibliotekarisse in die gesig staar, blink talle steeds uit.  Drie bi-
blioteke in die Wes-Kaap het onlangs spesiale toekennings ontvang  
tydens ‘n ministeriële toekenningsfunksie  vir uitstaande diens 
gelewer aan die gemeenskap, die jeug en kinders.

Dis winter en die ideale tyd om ‘n nuwe vaardigheid aan te leer.  
So sê ons film- en videokeurder, Cherezaan Behardien en op bladsy 
38 daag sy bibliotekarisse uit om die video-reeks, The South African 
issue onder oë te kry.

Steeds in ligte luim – al gehoor van ‘n toevlugsoord waar fondse 
verkry uit boekverkopings spesiaal vir die versorging van donkies 
aangewend word?  Wel, in die Nuus op bladsy 6 kan u gerus meer 
hieroor lees.

Ons groet met die nuus dat die jaarlikse volledig opgedateerde 
lys van literêre toekennings vir 2010/2011 op bladsy 13 verskyn – ‘n 
reusetaak wat deur ons puik span boekkeurders, Sabrina Gosling, 
Theresa Sass en Stanley Jonck aangebied word.

Naskrif:  In die vorige uitgawe het ons belowe om terugvoering van 
Biblioteekweek te doen maar op versoek vir uitstel van sekere biblio-
teke word dit volledig in die volgende uitgawe van die KB geplaas.


